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Amendments to the Claims : 

1 . (Original) A method for preparing a dispersion of a hydrophobic 
pharmaceutically active agent in an aqueous phase comprising: 

a) combining said agent and aqueous phase to form a mixture; and 

b) before, during or after said combining, removing dissolved gases from one 
or both of the active agent and aqueous phase. 

2. (Original) The method according to claim 1 comprising: 

a) combining said agent and aqueous phase to form a mixture; and 

b) removing dissolved gasses from said mixture. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1-e^ further comprising: 

c) agitating or shaking the degassed mixture to form a dispersion. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim \-e*2 wherein said 
dispersion is substantially free of stabilizers, surfactants or dispersants. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1-erf wherein said agent is 
an oil or liquid. 

6. (Original) The method according to claim 5 wherein said agent is a 
perfluorocarbon. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1-erf wherein the said 
agent is a finely divided solid. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim l-er-3 wherein said agent is 
first dissolved or dispersed in a pharmaceutically acceptable hydrophobic carrier oil or liquid. 
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9. (Original) The method according to claim 8 wherein the carrier oil or liquid is 
soybean oil or a perfluorocarbon. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1-erf wherein at least 80- 
99.99% of dissolved gases are removed. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) A dispersion of a hydrophobic pharmaceutical^ active 
agent in an aqueous phase, substantially free of dissolved gases. 

12. (Previously Presented) A dispersion of droplets of a liquid or oily hydrophobic 
pharmaceutically active agent, or a hydrophobic pharmaceutically active agent dissolved or 
dispersed in a carrier oil or liquid, in an aqueous phase, wherein the droplets have are interfacial 
tension of about 15-55 mJm" 2 . 

13. (Currently Amended) A drug delivery system comprising a dispersion according 
to claim 1 1 . of a hydrophobic pharmaceutically active ag e nt in an aqu e ous phase, substantially 
fre e of dissolved gases. 

14. (Currently Amended) A-The drug delivery system of claim 13. wherein the 
comprising a dispersion is of a hydrophobic pharmac e utically activ e ag e nt in an aqu e ou s phase, 
substantially free of stabilizers, surfactants and dispersants. 

15. (Currently Amended) A drug delivery system comprising a dispersion according 
to claim 12. of droplets of a liquid or oily hydrophobic pharmac e utically activ e agent, or a 
hydrophobic pharmac e utically active ag e nt dissolved or dispers e d in a carri e r oil or liquid, in an 
aqu e ous phas e wher e in th e dropl e t s have an int e rfacial t e nsion of about 15 55 mJm ~> 

16. (Currently Amended) The dispersion according to claim 12 or th e drug deliv e ry 
syst e m according to claim 15 wherein the droplets have an interfacial tension of about 30-50 
mJm" 2 . 
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17. (Currently Amended) The dispersion according to any on e of claims 11 12 or th e 
drug deliv e ry syst e m according to any on e of claims 13 15 claim 1 1 wherein said agent is a 
finely divided solid. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The dispersion according to any on e of claims 11 12 or th e 
drug d e liv e ry syst e m according to anyone of claims 13 15 c laim 1 1 wherein said agent is an oil 
or liquid. 

19. (Currently Amended) The dispersion or drug delivery syst e m according to claim 
18 wherein the agent is a perfluorocarbon. 

20. (Currently Amended) The dispersion according to any one of claims 11 12 or th e 
drug d e liv e ry syst e m according to any on e of claims 13 15 claim 1 1 wherein the agent is 
dissolved or dispersed in a pharmaceutically acceptable hydrophobic carrier oil or liquid. 

21. (Currently Amended) The dispersion or drug d e liv e ry syst e m according to claim 
20 wherein the carrier oil or liquid is soybean oil or a perfluorocarbon. 

22. (Currently Amended) A drug delivery system according to any on e of claims 13, 
1 4 or 1 5 claim 1 3 for injection. 

23. (Currently Amended) A drug delivery system according to any on e of claims 13, 
\A or 15 c laim 13 for inhalation. 

24. (Currently Amended) A method of delivering a hydrophobic pharmaceutically 
active agent to a patient in need thereof comprising administering to said patient a drug delivery 
system according to anyon e of claims 13, H or 15 claim 13 . 



RTA01/2205390vl 



In re: Francis 

Inter'l Appl. No.: PCT/AU2004/001536 
Page 6 of 7 

25. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 24 wherein the drug 
delivery system is administered via injection. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 24 wherein the drug 
delivery system is administered via an aerosol. 

27. (Previously Presented) A method for preparing a dispersion of a hydrophobic 
pharmaceutical^ active agent comprising the step of removing dissolved gases from a mixture of 
said agent and aqueous phase; and, optionally, agitating or shaking the degassed mixture. 
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